ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SGCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


John M. Kleeberg December 29, 1997 
American Numismatic Society 

Broadway at 155th St. 

New York, NY 10032 


Dear John: 


Since you told me that you are writing something on the 
pistareen I felt that you had to read the enclosed Sunday School 
Tract entitled The Four Pistareens (Phila. 1837) by John Bouton. 
It. is downright charming. Please return it after it has served 
your purpose. 

Because of its moral principles I was thinking of lending it 
to Roy Naftzger but decided that his interest was mot in silver 
coinage, that he is not young enough to be influenced by its 
precepts, and that I might not get eo back, . 





Happy new year, 


Ge 


Eric P. Newman 


encls. book 


Phone: 212/234-3130 
Fax: 212/234-3381 
E-mail: Infe@AmNumSoc.Org 





THE: AMERICAN: NUMISMATIC:- SOCIETY 


(FOUNDED 1858 - INCORPORATED !I865) 


BROADWAY: AT -155T#- STREET 


January 8, 


Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis MO 63105 


Dear Eric; 


Many thanks for lending me the pamphlet, "The Four Pistareens." It is a 
delightful book, and the story has the ring of truth. 


I am enclosing here a draft of an article about the pistareen which I 
propose to send to the Colonial News-Letter. Any suggested emendations will 
be gratefully received. In particular, the caption to your article in the 
ANS 1976 publication has a misattribution of the Vlack 6-76A undertype as an 
8 maravedi; the undertype is a pistareen. You have told me that you did not 
write the caption, and I am sure you are correct; I hope the article 

does not appear to imply that the misattribution is yours. Recast this 
passage as you like. 


My very best wishes for the New Year, 


All the best, 
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Jan-21-98 O5:35P 


New York, January 21, 1998 


Dear Eric, 


Excuse my delay in replying to your very interesting fax. I'm glad 
that the pistareen bug has bit you! 


I have compared the ANS specimen of the 1723 Madrid pistareen to 
other examples of that date and mintmark in silver. I helieve the 


copper pistareen to be counterfeit. Here is why: 
arate pred e oats ie fle pen ilnt 


1) The silver examples are from a set of letter punches which is 
entirely different from that on the copper ones. 


2) The silver examples have a 12 o'clock die axis, like normal 
Spanish coins (i.e. what we in our Anglocentric world would call 
"medal turn"). The copper examples are 6 o'clock (“coin turn") 


3) Genuine pistareens at the Madrid mint were made on roller dies. 
Have you ever tried to sneak a roller die out of a mint? Not easy! 
The 1723 copper pistareen looks like it was made on a screw press. 


3) The ANS copper specimen is too heavy for a proper pistareen — 
7.6299 grams (Mike Ringo noticed this). A silver specimen weighs 
5.201 grams. 


I think both copper 1723 pistareens are counterfeits, and almost 
certainly North American colonial counterfeits. Reason: the 
pistareen mostly circulates in America (no literary references 
known to me in Britain, other than Newton); the copper planchet is 
heavy for a pistareen, but it would be fine for a counterfeiting 
operation switching back and forth between pistareens and 
halfpence; halfpence do not circulate extensively in the Caribbean, 
but very extensively in the northern mainland colonies; so I think 
these 1723 Madrid counterfeits were made in one of the northern 
colonies. Assuming yours is a die duplicate of the ANS specimen, 
then both pieces have good long American provenances: 8, G. Johnson 
- E. P. Newman and P. K. Anderson - ANS. 


The counterfeit certainly is a very fine product; but I think you 
are underestimating our friend the colonial American counterfeiter. 
He could manufacture a superb product when he put his mind to it. 


1 was hoping some of the punches of the 1723 piece might match to 
a Machin's piece -but alas, no, at least not to an initial cursory 
glance 


I can send you Polaroids of the 1723 copper piece and a silver 1723 
pistareen if you'd like. Just let me know. It will be interesting 
to compare the ANS piece to yours in February. The ANS piece comes 
from P. K. Anderson in 1969, 


Jan-21-98 05:35P 


I looked through the Fitzpatrick letters at the New York Public 
Library last night (the Dalrymple edition, not the originals; 
although apparently the originals are in the NYPL Manuscript 
division). They made for very entertaining reading. 


Now, just to complicate matters, the ANS also has a 2 reales from 
Mexico in 1761 in copper. It wag published in the ANS annual 
report for 1977 as counterfeit - page 26. Now this coin does have 
the game punches as silver pieces. I think it is a trial strike, 
though. It is double struck, which is what one would expect from 


a trial strike. 


JIMK 


Phone: 212/234-3130 
Fax: 212/234-3381 
E-mail: Info@AmNumSoc.Org 





THE:-AMERICAN:NUMISMATIC: SOCIETY 


(FOUNDED 1858 + INCORPORATED I865) 


BROADWAY: AT-15574- STREET 


January 23, 1998 New: YORK:> NY. 1TOO32 


Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis MO 63105 


Dear Eric, 


Here’s the latest version. I have sent a copy of this to Phil Mossman today 
for the Colonial News Letter. I also sent him a photocopy of "The Four 
Pistareens" to publish there too, and told him to indicate that it was 
supplied by you. I have incorporated most of your suggested emendations - 
the only major alteration I haven’t done is correcting the hyphenation on 
the table of counterfeiters. That would be a big hassle, and I suspect that 
Gary Trudgen will not be able to import a WordPerfect 5.0 table directly 
into his program anyway, so all that work would be for naught. 


It was a beautiful compliment for you to say, "I wish you had edited my 1976 
article and you would have caught this." But there are some mistakes which 
go by me which I really should catch. In Money of Pre-Federal America, page 
24, which was edited by me, in my very own article I have a Noe 33 described 
as a "pine tree shilling" - even though it has a big fat "VI" right in the 
center of the coin. Oh well?” We put these mistakes into the carpets 
deliberately, so that people will know that the carpets were woven by 
mortals, and not by the divinity. 


All _thg best, 


fb 
Jobf Kleeberg 
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MATERIAL TEMPORARILY DEPOSITED WITH 
THE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


Description of material: 
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I agree to the following: that The American Numismatic Society exercise with respect to 
my property the same precautions as they do in the case of comparable objects forming a part 


of their own collections, and that they shall not otherwise be liable for its safekeeping or 
preservation. 


(Lah 3 Cont (19S 
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(Signature) 





(Name) 


(Address) 





We have received on temporary deposit the material described above. 
G 4 ay s 
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RETURN OF MATERIAL 





Ove, intact and complete, except as 


‘ 


I acknowledge receipt of the material described 
follows: 
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(Date) ea tS”, eae 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June. 6, 1998 


Dr. Carlos A. Perez 

Mallinckrott Institute of Radiology 
Washington University Medical Center 
4511 Forest Park Blvd., Suite 200 
St. “Louis, (MO. 63108 


Dear Dr. Perez: 


When I met you and your wife at that wonderful Celebration of Life event, 
I found you wearing a 1708 Carlos III the Pretender silver pistareen of 
Spain bought by you in Puerto Rico. I promisted to send you some history 
of this unusual 2 reales coin. It is enclosed. Le you) want pmore, Vi it 


send more. 


When I told my wife Evelyn, she told me that you radiated her nose about 
three yeras ago. She is fine and sends thanks, again. 


Your pistareen did not lose some of its silver content by radiation, but 
by the cancer of inconsiderate royalty. 


Bea ea au 
a 


Eric P. Newman 
mb 


Enclosure 


CARLOS A. PEREZ, M.D. 
RADIATION ONCOLOGY 
4511 FOREST PARK BLVD. SUITE 200 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63108 
(314) 362-9700 


June 23, 1998 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Mi. Newman: 


It was a yreai pieasure secing you at the Celebration of Life. Susie and I are very happy to know 
that you and Mrs. Newman are doing very well. 


I appreciate very muca the excellent historical review of my cain of Carlos Ul. This is another 
example of how governments have always found a way to take advantage and get the best out of 
the pecnie. 

With warm personal regards, 

Sincere!y yours, 


Carlos 


——— 


Carlos A. Perez, M.D. 
Director 
Radiation Oncslegy Center 


CAP/sd 


